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Arkansas’ Unemployment Rate Advances to 5.7 Percent in October   
                                 
 
Little Rock, Arkansas –According to data prepared by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) and released 
today by the Arkansas Employment Security Department (AESD), Arkansas’ unemployment rate (seasonally 
adjusted) increased two-tenths of a percentage point in October to 5.7 percent.  This was the second consecutive 
month that the rate has advanced after falling from a 2004 high of 5.8 percent in May. The U.S. unemployment 
rate rose one-tenth of a percentage point to 5.5 percent.  
 
Arkansas’ labor force figures, developed by BLS through its national Current Population Survey (CPS), showed 
the number of employed persons was up slightly by 2,100 to a level of 1,255,600 in October. The number of 
unemployed Arkansans also increased between months to 75,400.  
 
AESD Communications Director Kimberly Friedman said, “Arkansas’ labor force numbers were up slightly 
again in October due to small gains in both the number of employed and unemployed.  New entrants into the 
labor force, those persons who had no previous job attachment, combined with new layoffs in several industries 
led to the increase in unemployment.”  The employment/population  ratio—the proportion of the population age 
16 and over with jobs—increased in October to 59.9 percent, she said. 
 
In October 2003, Arkansas’ unemployment rate was 6.7 percent, and 84,900 Arkansans were out of work. 
 

      T abl e  1
      A R K A N S A S  C IV IL IA N  L A B O R  FO R C E S UM M A R Y  

 (S e as on al l y  A dju s te d)

            N e t C h an g e  Fr om :
     O c tobe r  S e pte m be r      O c tobe r  S e pte m be r      O c tobe r

Ite m 2 0 0 4 2 0 0 4 2 0 0 3 2 0 0 4 2 0 0 3

C i vi l i an  L abor  For c e 1 ,3 3 1 ,0 0 0 1 ,3 2 6 ,8 0 0 1 ,2 6 5 ,2 0 0 +      4 ,2 0 0 +   6 5 ,8 0 0
   Em pl oym e n t 1 ,2 5 5 ,6 0 0 1 ,2 5 3 ,5 0 0 1 ,1 8 0 ,3 0 0 +      2 ,1 0 0 +   7 5 ,3 0 0
   Un e m pl oym e n t 7 5 ,4 0 0 7 3 ,3 0 0 8 4 ,9 0 0 +      2 ,1 0 0 -    9 ,5 0 0
      Un e m pl oym e n t R ate 5 .7 5 .5 6 .7 +          0 .2 -        1 .0

U.S . Un e m pl oym e n t R ate 5 .5 5 .4 6 .0 +          0 .1 -        0 .5

S ou r c e :   U.S . B u r e au  of L abor  S tati s ti c s , C u r r e n t P opu l ati on  S u r ve y .
N ote :      T h e  O c tobe r  2 0 0 4  tota l s  for  A r k an s as  ar e  pr oje c ti on s .
                Un e m pl oym e n t r ate s  we r e  c om pu te d fr om  u n r ou n de d data .

 
 
 



 
Nonfarm Payroll Jobs 

 
 

Arkansas' nonfarm payroll employment (not seasonally adjusted) declined 2,000 between September and 
October to 1,161,000. The drop resulted from layoffs in manufacturing and seasonal losses in six other sectors.  
Two major sectors added workers, despite the net decrease in the nonfarm total. 
  
Over the year, nonfarm payroll employment in Arkansas advanced 6,600.  Service providing industries gained 
8,700 jobs, while goods producing industries lost 2,100.   
   
  

Monthly Employment Activity 
 September 2004 to October 2004 

 
 
The leisure and hospitality sector lost 1,500 jobs over the month to total 90,200 in October.  Seasonal 
reductions were noted throughout the industry as layoffs occurred at businesses that rely on summer activity.  
 
Employment in professional and business services declined 1,000 in October.  The employment services 
category accounted for most of the loss.  
 
The construction sector posted a decrease of 800 jobs between September and October.  This seasonal 
slowdown was noted in both “construction of buildings” (-300) and “specialty trade contractors” (-500).   
 
Jobs in the manufacturing sector fell 400 in October as both durable and nondurable goods noted monthly 
losses. Manufacturing employment in Arkansas reached its peak (247,300) in June 1995 and has decreased 
44,000 since then. 
 
Other services reported 40,600 jobs in October, a seasonal decrease of 300 over the month. 
 
A loss of 200 jobs in financial activities was traced to a seasonal decline in the real estate industry. 
 
Employment in the natural resources and mining sector declined 100. 
 
Government employment gained 1,700 jobs between September and October to total 203,300.  The hiring of 
substitute teachers at local schools and student workers at colleges and universities was responsible for the gain.  
 
Employment in educational and health services rose 600 between months, pushing jobs to a record 146,000.  
The increase was traced almost entirely to the return of workers to private educational facilities.  
 
Job totals in trade-transportation-utilities and information were unchanged between months.  
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Yearly Employment Activity 
October 2003 to October 2004 

  
The educational and health services sector expanded over the year, adding 4,000 workers.  Health care and 
social assistance facilities accounted for all of the growth.  
 
Compared to the previous year, employment in leisure and hospitality advanced 1,700.  Hiring in the 
accommodations and food services industries accounted for over three-fourths of the gain. 
 
Employment in the professional and business services sector was up 1,200 over the year.  All industries in this 
sector recorded growth. 
 
Led by advances in finance and insurance companies, the number of jobs in the financial activities sector rose 
1,100 over the year. 
 
Government, which includes federal, state and local agencies, as well as educational facilities, added 1,000 
positions since October 2003.  Local government accounted for half of the additional workers. 
 
Over the year, 400 jobs have been added to the construction sector.  The largest gain was in specialty trade 
contractors. 
 
The number of jobs in other services rose 200. 
 
Manufacturing employment declined 2,500 from the October 2003 level. Durable goods experienced a loss of  
700, and nondurable goods declined 1,800.   
 
Employment in trade, transportation and utilities fell 500 over the year.  A reduction of 1,300 in 
transportation and warehousing was partially offset by gains in several other industry segments. 
 
The totals in natural resources-mining and information were unchanged. 
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                       Table  2
                                    NONFARM  PAYROLL JOB S
                                        STATE OF ARKANSAS
                                        (not se as onally adjus te d)

             Net Change From:
N o rt h  A me ri c a n  In d u s t ry  C la s s i f i c a t i o n  O ctober S eptember O ctober S eptember O ctober
S y s t e m ( N A IC S )  In d us t ry  G ro u p 2004 2004 2003 2004 2003
 To ta l N o nfa rm  1 ,161 ,000 1 ,163 ,000 1 ,154 ,400 -2,000 6,600
     G o o ds  P ro duc ing 261 ,900 263 ,200 264,000 -1,300 -2,100
      N a t u ra l R e s o u rc e s   &  M in in g 7 ,1 0 0 7 ,2 0 0 7 ,1 0 0 - 1 0 0 0
           M in ing 3 ,800 3 ,800 3 ,700 0 100
      C o n s t ru c t io n 5 1 ,5 0 0 5 2 ,3 0 0 5 1 ,1 0 0 - 8 0 0 4 0 0
           C o ns truc tio n o f B uild ings 11 ,700 12 ,000 11 ,600 -300 100
           H e a vy & C iv il Engine e ring C o ns truc tio n 10 ,800 10 ,800 10 ,700 0 100
           S pe c ia lty Tra de  C o ntra c to rs 29 ,000 29 ,500 28 ,800 -500 200
      M a n u f a c t u rin g 2 0 3 ,3 0 0 2 0 3 ,7 0 0 2 0 5 ,8 0 0 - 4 0 0 - 2 ,5 0 0
         D ura ble  G o o ds 108 ,100 108 ,400 108,800 -300 -700
           Wo o d P ro duc ts 14 ,200 14 ,100 14 ,200 100 0
           P rim a ry M e ta ls 8 ,200 8 ,300 7 ,800 -100 400
           F a bric a te d  M e ta ls 17 ,900 17 ,900 17 ,700 0 200
           M a c hine ry 14 ,200 14 ,200 14 ,100 0 100
           C o m pute r & Ele c tro n ic  P ro duc ts 6 ,000 6 ,000 6 ,200 0 -200
           E le c tric a l Equipm e nt 13 ,200 13 ,000 13 ,300 200 -100
           T ra ns po rta tio n  Equipm e nt 16 ,300 16 ,100 15 ,800 200 500
           F urniture  & R e la te d  P ro duc ts 7 ,500 7 ,900 8 ,200 -400 -700
           M is c e lla ne o us   M a nufa c turing 6 ,400 6 ,500 6 ,900 -100 -500
         N o ndura ble  G o o ds 95 ,200 95 ,300 97 ,000 -100 -1,800
           F o o d  52 ,500 52 ,600 52 ,800 -100 -300
           P a pe r & P rin ting 16 ,900 17 ,100 17 ,200 -200 -300
           P la s tic s  & R ubbe r P ro duc ts 12 ,900 12 ,900 13 ,300 0 -400
    S e rv ic e  P ro viding 899 ,100 899 ,800 890,400 -700 8,700
     T ra d e ,  T ra n s p o rt a t io n ,  & U t ilit ie s 2 4 2 ,0 0 0 2 4 2 ,0 0 0 2 4 2 ,5 0 0 0 - 5 0 0
           Who le s a le  T ra de 45 ,000 45 ,200 44 ,700 -200 300
           R e ta il T ra de 131 ,200 130 ,700 130,700 500 500
              M o to r Ve hic le  & P a rts  D e a le rs 18 ,200 18 ,300 17 ,800 -100 400
              G e ne ra l M e rc ha ndis e  S to re s 35 ,800 35 ,400 35 ,400 400 400
              D e pa rtm e nt S to re s 10 ,600 10 ,200 10 ,700 400 -100
           T ra ns po rta tio n , Wa re ho us ing, & Utilit ie s 65 ,800 66 ,100 67 ,100 -300 -1,300
             Utilit ie s 6 ,700 6 ,700 6 ,700 0 0
             T ra ns po rta tio n & Wa re ho us ing 59 ,100 59 ,400 60 ,400 -300 -1,300
                T ruc k  T ra ns po rta tio n 34 ,400 34 ,600 34 ,700 -200 -300
                Wa re ho us ing & S to ra ge 10 ,400 10 ,500 10 ,600 -100 -200
    In f o rm a t io n 2 0 ,2 0 0 2 0 ,2 0 0 2 0 ,2 0 0 0 0
         P ublis hing Indus trie s 6 ,400 6 ,400 6 ,400 0 0
         Te le c o m m unic a tio ns 8 ,600 8 ,500 8 ,800 100 -200
    F in a n c ia l A c t iv it ie s 5 1 ,5 0 0 5 1 ,7 0 0 5 0 ,4 0 0 - 2 0 0 1 ,1 0 0
          F ina nc e  & Ins ura nc e 38 ,600 38 ,600 37 ,700 0 900
          R e a l Es ta te  & R e nta l & Le a s ing 12 ,900 13 ,100 12 ,700 -200 200
    P ro f e s s io n a l & B u s in e s s  S e rv ic e s 1 0 5 ,3 0 0 1 0 6 ,3 0 0 1 0 4 ,1 0 0 - 1 ,0 0 0 1 ,2 0 0
          P ro fe s s io na l, S c ie n tific , & Te c hnic a l 30 ,600 30 ,500 30 ,400 100 200
          M a na ge m e nt O f C o m pa nie s  24 ,100 24 ,200 23 ,600 -100 500
          A dm inis tra tio n  & S uppo rt S e rv ic e s 50 ,600 51 ,600 50 ,100 -1,000 500
             Em plo ym e nt S e rv ic e s 24 ,000 24 ,900 24 ,100 -900 -100
    E d u c a t io n a l & H e a lt h  S e rv ic e s 1 4 6 ,0 0 0 1 4 5 ,4 0 0 1 4 2 ,0 0 0 6 0 0 4 ,0 0 0
         Educ a tio na l S e rvic e s 12 ,600 12 ,100 12 ,900 500 -300
         H e a lth  C a re  & S o c ia l A s s is ta nc e 133 ,400 133 ,300 129,100 100 4,300
            A m bula to ry H e a lth  C a re  40 ,700 40 ,700 39 ,400 0 1,300
            H o s p ita ls 43 ,300 43 ,400 41 ,600 -100 1,700
            N urs ing  & R e s ide n tia l C a re  F a c ilit ie s 26 ,000 25 ,900 25 ,300 100 700
            S o c ia l A s s is ta nc e 23 ,400 23 ,300 22 ,800 100 600
    Le is u re  & H o s p it a lit y 9 0 ,2 0 0 9 1 ,7 0 0 8 8 ,5 0 0 - 1 ,5 0 0 1 ,7 0 0
        A rts , Ente rta inm e nt, & R e c re a tio n 9 ,300 9 ,800 8 ,900 -500 400
        A c c o m m o da tio ns  & F o o d S e rv ic e s 80 ,900 81 ,900 79 ,600 -1,000 1,300
         A c c o m m o da tio n S e rv ic e s 11 ,200 11 ,600 10 ,700 -400 500
         F o o d S e rvic e s 69 ,700 70 ,300 68 ,900 -600 800
    O t h e r S e rv ic e s 4 0 ,6 0 0 4 0 ,9 0 0 4 0 ,4 0 0 - 3 0 0 2 0 0
          A uto m o tive  R e pa ir 7 ,400 7 ,400 7 ,400 0 0
     G o v e rn m e n t 2 0 3 ,3 0 0 2 0 1 ,6 0 0 2 0 2 ,3 0 0 1 ,7 0 0 1 ,0 0 0
          F e de ra l G o ve rnm e nt 21 ,400 21 ,500 21 ,200 -100 200
          S ta te  G o ve rnm e nt 67 ,800 67 ,500 67 ,500 300 300
          Lo c a l G o ve rnm e nt 114 ,100 112 ,600 113,600 1,500 500

 

Source:  Arkansas Emp loy ment Security  Dep artment, M onthly  Survey  of Emp loy ers.
              Estimates are based on first  quarter 2003 benchmark.
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Metropolitan Statistical Area Labor Force Data 
 

Projected unemployment rates declined in all five of the states metropolitan statistical areas (MSAs) in October.  Rates 
ranged from 2.3 percent in the Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers MSA to 8.0 percent in the Pine Bluff MSA.  In between 
were the Fort Smith MSA at 4.4 percent and the Little Rock-North Little Rock and Jonesboro MSAs at 4.2 percent, each.    

 
           T able 3

               EM P L OYM ENT  AND  U NE M P L OY M EN T  P ROJECT ION S
               M ET ROP OL IT AN  ST A T IST ICAL  ARE AS
                           (N o t  Seaso n ally  Adjust ed)

                    Fay et t ev ille-Sp rin gdale-Ro gers M SA
                     (Ben t o n  an d W ash in gt o n  Co un t ies)

      P ro ject ed           Net  Ch an ge Fro m :
Oct o ber Sep t em ber Oct o ber Sep t em ber Oct o ber

It em       2 0 0 4      2 0 0 4 2 0 0 3 2 0 0 4 2 0 0 3
Civ ilian  Labo r Fo rce 1 8 1 ,2 0 0 1 8 1 ,8 0 0 1 6 8 ,9 0 0 -        6 0 0 +     1 2 ,3 0 0
   E m p lo y m en t 1 7 7 ,1 0 0 1 7 7 ,3 7 5 1 6 4 ,3 2 5 -        2 7 5 +     1 2 ,7 7 5
   Un em p lo y m en t 4 ,1 0 0 4 ,4 2 5 4 ,5 7 5 -        3 2 5 -          4 7 5
      U n em p lo y m en t  Rat e 2 .3 2 .4 2 .7 -         0 .1 -           0 .4

         Fo rt  Sm it h  M SA
                                     (Crawfo rd an d Sebast ian  Co un t ies in  A rk an sas; Sequo y ah  Co un t y  in  O k lah o m a)

     P ro ject ed           Net  Ch an ge Fro m :
Oct o ber Sep t em ber Oct o ber Sep t em ber Oct o ber

It em       2 0 0 4      2 0 0 4 2 0 0 3 2 0 0 4 2 0 0 3
Civ ilian  Labo r Fo rce 1 0 0 ,6 5 0 1 0 1 ,1 2 5 9 8 ,2 2 5 -         4 7 5 +     2 ,4 2 5
   E m p lo y m en t 9 6 ,2 2 5 9 6 ,3 7 5 9 3 ,1 5 0 -         1 5 0 +     3 ,0 7 5
   Un em p lo y m en t 4 ,4 2 5 4 ,7 5 0 5 ,0 7 5 -         3 2 5 -        6 5 0
      U n em p lo y m en t  Rat e 4 .4 4 .7 5 .2 -          0 .3 -         0 .8

                                 Jo n esbo ro  M SA
                              (Craigh ead Co un t y )

     P ro ject ed          Net  Ch an ge Fro m :
Oct o ber Sep t em ber Oct o ber Sep t em ber Oct o ber

It em       2 0 0 4      2 0 0 4 2 0 0 3 2 0 0 4 2 0 0 3
Civ ilian  Labo r Fo rce 4 5 ,7 2 5 4 5 ,9 5 0 4 4 ,2 2 5         -           2 2 5 +     1 ,5 0 0
   E m p lo y m en t 4 3 ,8 2 5 4 3 ,9 0 0 4 1 ,9 5 0         -             7 5 +     1 ,8 7 5
   Un em p lo y m en t 1 ,9 0 0 2 ,0 5 0 2 ,2 7 5 -          1 5 0 -        3 7 5
      U n em p lo y m en t  Rat e 4 .2 4 .5 5 .1 -           0 .3 -         0 .9

                   L it t le Ro ck -N o rt h  L it t le Ro ck  M SA
         (Faulk n er, L o n o k e, P ulask i an d Salin e Co un t ies)

     P ro ject ed           Net  Ch an ge Fro m :
Oct o ber Sep t em ber Oct o ber Sep t em ber Oct o ber

It em       2 0 0 4      2 0 0 4 2 0 0 3 2 0 0 4 2 0 0 3
Civ ilian  Labo r Fo rce 3 2 5 ,4 7 5 3 2 7 ,0 2 5 3 0 7 ,1 0 0 -       1 ,5 5 0 +   1 8 ,3 7 5
   E m p lo y m en t 3 1 1 ,8 7 5 3 1 2 ,4 0 0 2 9 2 ,2 5 0 -          5 2 5 +   1 9 ,6 2 5
   Un em p lo y m en t 1 3 ,6 0 0 1 4 ,6 2 5 1 4 ,8 5 0 -       1 ,0 2 5  -     1 ,2 5 0
      U n em p lo y m en t  Rat e 4 .2 4 .5 4 .8 -           0 .3 -         0 .6

         P in e Bluff M SA
       (Jefferso n  Co un t y )

     P ro ject ed           Net  Ch an ge Fro m :
Oct o ber Sep t em ber Oct o ber Sep t em ber Oct o ber

It em       2 0 0 4      2 0 0 4 2 0 0 3 2 0 0 4 2 0 0 3
Civ ilian  Labo r Fo rce 3 8 ,6 5 0 3 8 ,9 2 5 3 5 ,9 7 5 -          2 7 5 +     2 ,6 7 5
   E m p lo y m en t 3 5 ,5 7 5 3 5 ,6 2 5 3 2 ,9 7 5 -            5 0 +     2 ,6 0 0
   Un em p lo y m en t 3 ,0 7 5 3 ,3 0 0 3 ,0 0 0 -          2 2 5 +          7 5
      U n em p lo y m en t  Rat e 8 .0 8 .5 8 .4 -           0 .5 -         0 .4

So urce: Ark an sas Em p lo y m en t  Securit y  Dep art m en t  an d U.S. Bureau o f L abo r St at ist ics.
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Unemployment Comparisons: Minority and Youth 
 
Utilizing data from the monthly BLS Current Population Survey, AESD estimated the October unemployment 
rate for minorities in Arkansas at 10.7 percent.  The jobless rate for whites was 4.6 percent.  The youth 
unemployment rate was estimated at 19.9 percent.  The jobless rate for minority youth was 28.8 percent, while 
the unemployment rate for white youth was 17.4 percent. 

 
 

               Table 4
                                   UNEMPLOYMENT RATES  FOR MINORITIES  AND YOUTH

                  ARKANSAS  AND UNITED S TATES
  (S easonally Adjus ted)

 
              October 2004          S eptember  2004               October 2003

  Ark .   U.S .   Ark .   U.S .   Ark .   U.S .
  
Unemployment Rate 5.7 5.5 5.5 5.4 6.7 6.0
   Minority Rate 10.7 10.7 10.4 10.3 12.5 11.4
   White Rate 4.6 4.7 4.5 4.7 5.5 5.1

  
Youth  (16-19) 19.9 17.2 19.5 16.6 23.0 17.1
   Minority Youth 28.8 34.5  28.3 28.9  32.6 37.3
   White Youth 17.4 15.2 17.0 14.7 20.1 14.3

S ou rce :  U.S . B u re au  of Labor S tati s ti cs , C u rre n t Popu l ati on  S u rve y.

Note :     Th e  m i n ori ty , wh i te , an d you th  u n e m pl oym e n t rate s  for Ark an sas  we re  cal cu l ate d by AES D by
               appl yi n g ratios  from  th e  2000 C e n su s  to  data  provide d by th e  U.S . B u re au  of Labor S tati s ti cs ,
               C u rre n t Popu l ati on  S u rve y.
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